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On average, 31% 
of an organisation’s 
technology is made 
up of legacy systems
Old systems often contain large volumes 
of data that needs to be retained for its 
business value and to comply with tax, 
audit and data privacy regulations. CIOs 
and IT managers are caught up in a 
constant need to strike a balance 
between old and new technology, 
systems and processes. 

5 reasons to decommission 
your legacy systems 

1.

Did you know?
is dedicated 70%  of the IT Budget 
to maintenance, day-to-day delivery or 
keepinglegacy systems alive.

Your core model
Only 30% of IT budget left fordevelopment, 
innovation or managing live ERP systems.

Maintenance systems

30%

70% ·  Legacy system
·  Maintenance cost
·  Security hazards

It’s not only the cost of storing data, and 
dealing with increased data growth 

year-on-year, but all these other tasks need 
monitoring as well. 

Decommissioning legacy systems will make 
a clear difference to your operating costs.

All of these tasks
need monitoring too

·  Security
·  Updates
·  Authorizations
· Help Disk
·  Management
·  Contract
·  Training

2.
Respect data privacy laws
stay compliant
Legal regulations and GDPR data privacy 
requirements are frequently not enforced on 
old systems.

Perform a complete system extract so that 
legacy data and documents are always 
reaccessible. 

3.
Avoid a drain on 
internal resources 
Experts who understand how to manage 
legacy software can be hard to find. The 
older a legacy system is, the harder it is to 
source the knowledge required to operate 
and maintain it. 

Decommissioning SAP and non-SAP legacy systems cuts licensing costs, infrastructure and 
resource overheads. 

In 2019, over 50% of EU enterprises that recruited or tried to recruit Information and 
Communication Technology Specialists had difficulties filling their ICT vacancies.

4. Positive impact on Sustainability
Managing legacy systems sustainably, through one modern 
platform cuts down on energy bills and space requirements. 

Move all your systems 
into one application

Contributes towards Zero 
Waste corporate objectives 

End of materials, 
Minimise server waste

Savings on utilities

Commitments to 
curb Climate Change 

The Paris Agreement
International treaty on Climate Change 

Signed by 196 parties IN 2015. 
Goal: to limit global warming to well 

below 2, preferably to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Long-term goals to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and limit global 

temperature increases 

European Commission 
Climate Target Plan

The Member States of the EU agreed to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at 

least 55% by 2030

Ambitious and cost-effective path to 
achieving climate neutrality by 2050

5.5.
Optimize IT investment 
A business that ties up too many resources in a 
legacy system may lack the ability to invest in 
emerging technology such as AI, IoT or Machine 
Learning. 

If your company is migrating to SAP S/4HANA 
or another ERP, focus your efforts on higher 
value, digital transformation initiatives 
instead.

$93.5 billion 
Global total corporate artificial intelligence 
(AI) investment.

By 2025, there will be 152,200 IoT devices 
connecting to the internet every minute.

Entreprise Legacy 
System Application 
Ensure legacy data from SAP and non-SAP systems 
can be re-accessed at all times from one singlesolution, 
ELSA by TJC Group. 

Decommissioning legacy systems provides access to all 
extracted data but removes the expense of retaining the system.

When a system is decommissioned, the applications are lost but 
the data and documents remain available.

Create a tax archive that can answer to compliance & regulatory 
requirements with confidence. 
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Prevent the high costs of maintaining 
an obsolete architecture
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https://audacia.co.uk/blog/cost-of-legacy-systems
https://blogs.idc.com/2018/06/11/a-call-for-change-moderate-federal-it-spending-growth-masks-the-ongoing-burden-of-legacy-systems/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=ICT_specialists_-_statistics_on_hard-to-fill_vacancies_in_enterprises#Eurostat%20%23StatisticsExplained
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/european-green-deal/2030-climate-target-plan_en
https://www.statista.com/statistics/941137/ai-investment-and-funding-worldwide/
https://dataprot.net/statistics/iot-statistics/
https://www.tjc-group.com/elsa

